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AOA-CPG REFERRAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Also consider referral when:
• You are unsure of retinopathy stage
• NVI/NVA (urgent)
• TRD

• Within 24-48 hrsHigh Risk PDR 

• Within 2-4 weeksPDR

• Within 2-4 weeksSevere NPDR 
(with or without macular edema)

• Within 2-4 weeksDME

American Optometric Association– Clinical Practice Guideline 2019, p61-63

When to refer to a retinal specialist:

Anti-VEGF Biosimilars 
Per the FDA:
• “A biosimilar is a biological product that is 

approved based on data showing that it is 
highly similar to a biological product 
already approved by the FDA (reference 
product) and has no clinically meaningful 
differences in terms of safety, purity and 
potency (i.e., safety and effectiveness) 
from the reference product, in addition to 
meeting other criteria specified by law.”

Currently, 2 FDA approved Ranibizumab 
Biosimilars
• Byooviz (Samsung) approved Sept 2021
• Cimerli (Coherus) approved Oct 2022

www.reviewofophthalmology.com/article/an-update-on-the-antivegf-biosimilar-pipeline
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